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SUBJECT: CHOLERA IN TUNISIA 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. SUMMARY. EMBASSY RECEIVED 
PERSISTENT RUMORS WEEK OF JULY 22 THAT NUMBER OF CASES OF 
CHOLERA HAD BEEN IDENTIFIED IN SOUTHERN TUNISIA. ESTIMATES 
OF CASES AND RESULTING DEATHS HAVE VARIED. PRESIDENT 
BOURGUIBA SUBSEQUENTLY MENTIONED CHOLERA CASES IN A SPEECH 
AND MINIMIZED OUTBREAK. EMBASSY INFORMATION INDICATES 
LARGER NUMBER OF DEATHS AND CASES FOR ALL OF TUNISIA. 
HOWEVER, LATEST INFORMATION INDICATES DECLINE IN NUMBERS 
AND VIRULENCE OF DISEASE HAS BEGUN. MISSION PERSONNEL HAVE 
TAKEN PROPER REQUIRED PRECAUTIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON JULY 26, PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA ANNOUNCED THE PRESENCE 
OF SEVERAL CHOLERA CASES IN TUNISIA. THIS ANNOUNCEMENT 
CAME ON HEELS OF REPEATED RUMORS RECEIVED BY THE 
MISSION CONCERNING THE PRESENCE OF CHOLERA, MAINLY IN 
SOUTHERN TUNISIA. PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA STRESSED THE 
LIMITED NUMBER OF CASES AND VIGOROUS EFFORTS BY THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH TO CONTROL ITS SPREAD AND THE 
RELATIVELY UNCRITICAL THREAT PRESENTED BY CHOLERA IN 
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3. BEGIN CLASSIFIED. INDEPENDENT SOURCES IN THE MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH HAVE INFORMED THE EMBASSY THAT 300-400 CASES, 
PRIMARILY IN THE TOZEUR-GAFSA AND GABES AREA, HAVE BREN 
REPORTED. SOURCES REPORT AS HIGH AS 47 DEATHS FROM 

THE DISEASE. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED REPORTS OF 30 CASES 

WITH 1 DEATH FROM CHOLERA IN TUNIS AND 10 CASES OF 

EUROPEANS HAVING THE DISEASE. THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH 

HAS SUPPOSEDLY TAKEN RAPID AND VIGOROUS EFFORTS TO CONTROL 

THE DISEASE. REPORTEDLY OVER 180,000 PEOPLE HAVE ALREADY 

BEEN VACCINATED. TWO VACCINATION CENTERS HAVE BEEN 

SET UP IN TUNIS AREA AT LE BARDO. TUNISIAN NEWSPAPERS AUGUST 1 

REPORT ABOUT HALF NUMBER CASES STATED ABOVE. END LIMITED 

OFFICIAL USE. 

4. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. THE OUTBREAK OF CHOLERA HAS 

BEEN REPORTED IN THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS. THE INTERNATIONAL 
HERALD TRIBUNE REPORTED THAT 5 SWEDES RETURNING FROM THE 
SOUSSE AREA WERE HOSPTIALIZED AND THAT TWO OF THEM WERE 
CONFIRMED CASES OF CHOLERA. LE MONDE ALSO HAD AN 
ARTICLE ON THE OUTBREAK OF CHOLERA IN TUNISIA. MOST 
COUNTRIES HAVE ALREADY MOVED TO REQUIRE A CHOLERA 
VACCINATION FOR ENTRY FROM TUNISIA. IT IS NOT CLEAR HOW 
SERIOUS AN EFFECT THIS WILL HAVE ON THE ALRADY LACKLUSTER 
PERFORMANCE OF THE TOURIST SECTOR THIS YEAR. 

5. ALL AMERICAN AND LOCAL EMPLOYEES HAVE BEEN INFORMED 
OF THE AVAILABILITY OF CHOLERA VACCINATIONS IN THE EMBASSY 
MEDICAL UNIT AND THERE ARE NO REPORTED CASES OF CHOLERA 
AMONG MISSION OR PEACE CORPS PERSONNEL EMBASSY HAS 
ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS CAUTIONING ON TRAVEL TO SOUTHERN 
TUNISIA FOR THE SUMMER AND WARNING AGAINST CONSUMPTION 
OF FRESH VEGETABLES AND NEED TO BOIL WATER. 

6. EMBASSY HAS RELIABLE INFORMATION THAT THE OUTBREAK 
IS ON DECLINE AND CASES SHOULD BE LESS VIRULENT IN LAST 
STAGES OF OUTBREAK. 

7. INS MAY WISH TO CONSIDER REQUIRING CHOLERA VACCINA- 
TIONS FOR TRAVELERSCOMING FROM OR TRANSITING TUNISIA. 
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